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We bring you Season’s Greetings from the
editorial board.

This year saw the birth of the Peace Quarter and it
has been our privilege to help publish three editions
containing nineteen wonderful articles that have so far
been submitted by fellows. We are confident that this
year has been a great year for all fellows and we
congratulate our colleagues who have chalked various
successes and advancements in their career and
academics.

For those who have spent time to
contribute articles this year, we thank you
for spending time to do so. We express
special appreciation to JCI Osaka
members; Messrs. Norimasa
Nakatani and Andy Tanaka for their
initial messages to launch this
newsletter and to Mr. Tomio
Laorphanphon also of JCI Osaka for
his devoted honorary membership and
advice on the editorial board.

We congratulate our new fellows who
joined us this year in the 2014 PCY and look
forward to your active participation in this community.
We encourage you to submit your own articles on your
progress and thoughts through this medium for the
benefit of other fellows and the outer world of youth.
You are a valuable chain to the continued success of
PCY. It is our hope that in the coming year, the spirit

of PCY and the dictates of our Charter will continue
to bond us and we believe that this newsletter will
continue to become key to giving us a common
platform for updates and interactions within the PCY
community.

We conclude the year 2014 with three articles from
highly energetic PCY fellows: Mark Loong (from
Australia), Risa Ashida and Amii Minami (both from
Japan). We are very hopeful that readers will enjoy the

personal insight that Mark presents on the dealings
of the climate change action campaign,

compare their own experiences with
Risa’s in her comparison of Japanese

and American human relations and
get motivated from Amii’s article on
how helpful her participation in PCY
has been. We hope to publish special
New Year messages from fellows in a
special edition of Peace Quarter in

January 2015.
We end this year and enter the New

Year with a lot of heartfelt felicitations to
all PCY fellows and JCI Osaka members.

Cheers! Santé! Aclamaciones!
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In preparation for the negotiations, I undertook a
research fellowship examining the capacity of the
international community to provide
compensation or redress to developing and
small island nations facing immediate loss
and damage as a result of climate
change.

Australia occupies a less than
enviable position within27 diplomatic
circles when it comes to the
environment and climate change. The
return of a conservative government
late last year saw the removal of a price
on carbon emissions, our only market
based climate policy. The new government
also refused to place climate issues on the G20
agenda when Brisbane hosted high level talks earlier
this year. Add that to our nonrenewable energy
intensive economy and you soon see why Australians
might hesitate to attend the annual UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change negotiations.

And while Australia is dialling back its commitments,
the rest of the world is looking beyond mitigation and
towards immediate impacts of climate change upon
public health, infrastructure, economic development and
sustainability, amongst others. Last month, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (under the
auspices of the UN) released a damning report
warning of ‘severe, irreversible and pervasive damage’
on a global scale if fossil fuels are not phased out by the
year 2100. This kind of definitive language is so rare
amongst scientists, it is alarming.

Backdropped by tropical cyclone Haiyan, the

international community agreed to establish a loss and
damage mechanism at the COP19 in Warsaw last year.
The mechanism is determining how best to afford
compensation and redress to these vulnerable States
facing sealevel rise, impacts of ocean acidification,
compromise to biodiversity and climate induced
migration, amongst others. While developing and small
island states are particularly vulnerable, no country can

escape climate change impacts.

Naturally, the task of engaging with (let
alone influencing) international

negotiations has been a complicated
one. Thanks to JCI, I had the
serendipitous opportunity to meet
with a former PCY 2010 fellow
Cynthia Birikundavyi who is
currently working for Oxfam here in

Peru. Through Cynthia, I was able to
secure a number of high level contacts

within the COP including the Mauritian
delegation and the Alliance of Small Island

Earlier this year, I was afforded the daunting
opportunity to attend the 20th Conference of

the Parties (COP20) to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Changes as a delegate with
Global Voices; an Australian NGO based at the
University of Melbourne.

Global Voices in Lima
Mark Loong
PCY 2010
Australia
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States. Without my contact with PCY, I would not have
has this opportunity to further gauge and influence the
draft text of the negotiations.

Talks in Germany earlier this year around how best
to operationalise the mechanism were somewhat
fruitful. Blocs of developing and small island states
pushed for greater information sharing and the creation
of an international insurance mechanism to financially
secure against unmitigated harm. As was expected,
large emitters including the US and the EU pointed to
issues in the integrity of data collection and financial
models used to calculate risk in a lessthancoy bid to
stall progress.

What remains less publicised is an ongoing
enthusiasm from the international finance sector to
invest in and insure against climate induced loss. Heads
of the world’s largest investment firms and commercial
insurers went so far as to attend a UN climate summit
held in September in New York to demonstrate the
rigour and certainty with which they can
model climate catastrophe risk using
existing data.

Why large emitters ignore calls for
investment remains uncertain.
Perhaps it is a need to entertain
populism on climate change or
perhaps it is a fear that implicitly
admitting liability for climate induced
damage will do more harm than good
in the long run. Either way, it seems
almost farcical to watch the international

finance sector (with their heavy interests in the non
renewable energy sector) call upon the UN to do more
about climate damage reparations.

Whatever the outcome for loss and damage in Lima,
it is imperative that the international community
reframe how it contextualises climate change. In many
ways, mitigation and adaptation have failed and
preparations to minimise the impact of unavoidable
climate change impacts must commence in unity. In this
vein, opportunities for shared dialogue around
environmental ethics is so valuable within youth fora
like Global Voices and PCY. •

A copy of my final research paper can be located here:

http://www.globalvoices.org.au/wp
content/uploads/TheWarsawInternational
MechanismonLossandDamagestrategicpolicy
riskmanagementandquestionsofliabilityunder
internationallawMarkLoongNationalScholarship

Recepient1.pdf



Fellows

If I had not participated in the PCY 2013, I would not be
in North Carolina, the United States to seek a dual degree:

one at my home institution and the other here. Therefore, I
would like to give a big shout out to the PCY community
and each of the awesome members there.

With that said, I would like to concentrate this short
article on the things I have noticed so far including
cultural differences between Japan and the
States in general and specifically the
western culture. Before I came here, I had
some stereotypes about the West:
unhealthy yet addictively yummy food
such as deep fries, slow life, and people
are laid back and friendly yet
conservative and could be even insular.

Honestly, my perception of western
culture was not attractive. I had heard
people saying the westerners could be
closeminded, and exclusive. More so, as an
Asian girl who was going to a college where
majority of students identify themselves as white and
with only 2% of Asian students, I was a bit apprehensive. I
knew that the racial discrimination had improved
dramatically over the years thanks to many courageous

people; yet I was aware that there are still many kinds of
discriminations going on in this country; just like any other
country in the world.

It however turned out just the almost opposite in my
case. A definite “opposite’ might not be an accurate tag, as I
found a few stereotypes, so I would say my experiences
were almost opposite. First of all, most of the people I
have met so far are, indeed, friendly. For instance, I had a
group presentation in my business law class and when I
had a meeting with my group members, they asked if I
have any problem or concern regarding the life here as they
thought it would be tough to be away from home and live
in a foreign country. They even offered to help if there was
anything I felt they could help with and I was so thankful
for their kindness.

Another good example would be the staff at the dining
halls in my college. In Japan, you would not

expect those people to call you “sweetheart”,
“dear” or “darling”; rather they would go

more professionally in addressing you as
“miss” or “madam”. I personally found
the former sweet. At first, I thought it
was weird to be called sweetheart by
somebody you don’t know. But, now
after a month of my stay here, I am
enjoying it when they call me “Hi,

sweetheart. What can I get for you
today?” and we sometimes start

conversations. There were a few times when I
started talking to a lady who serves in the

kitchen and other students came to her line to get the
food. But she just kept talking to me while serving food to
them. Also, as she now knows my favorite, she often asks if
I want extra ‘veggies’, ‘fries’ etc… I feel that staff here are
more humane, they show you their feelings and they treat
you kindly and with human connection, whereas in Japan, I
didn’t necessarily feel close to waiters/waitresses who
served for me in restaurants. Of course, it is just my
personal observations and I know some people have
become friends with workers in their restaurants in Japan
as well. But I feel that in general, people here tend to be
friendly more than those in Japan.

In conclusion, I would reiterate that my expectation on
the culture wasn’t high, but I really like the style of service
here and I realized that it is not about which is the better or
right thing; it is just about the differences in styles and
both cultures are amazing in their own ways. •

I clearly remember the last summer at PCY and
its impact on me which eventually led me to my

destination in the United States right now.

Fellows corner

“It is not about which is the better or right
thing; it is just about the differences in styles
and both cultures are amazing in their own
ways. ”

Risa Ashida
PCY 2013
Japan
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Fellows

PCY was the first step to discover myself and to realize

that the world is more connected than I expected. I found
that participants from Japan and overseas have creative
ideas and great thoughts for the future of our planet:
Earth. I was a freshman in college when I participated in
PCY. I was so nervous. I thought “if I could not speak
English with members, how would I cope because I
will not be able to follow the progress of events
around me…” and this kept me very anxious.
I felt that under such circumstances there
would be various obstacles I could
encounter during PCY.

Hence when the interactions started I
wanted join the discussion but I could
not because I could initially not muster
the courage. However through the help
and support of other PCY members and
JCI staff, I was able to take the first step. I
started by asking questions like “Sorry, I don’t
know about it! Could you tell me
more, please?” I thought this
might be awful English but I
decided to carry on and before I
knew it, I was able communicate
better and cherished the
communication with members.
As time went on every member
seemed closer than before! I
could not speak excellent
English, but I could
communicate and benefit from
cultural exchange with
members from other countries.

Some of the lessons I would
share include: I realized how
important interaction
communication is. Meeting with
members from all over the

world I was able to learn and share opinions, great
thoughts with everyone. The experience of PCY is
priceless.

Before PCY I saw other parts of the world so far away
and different but I made family from all over the world
because of this event. I realize how closer the world was to
me than I thought and I would like to start taking steps in
the future to make the world a better place; to think more
about the world, share more thoughts and take action such
with other friends in PCY with the same hearty feeling
that: “we are the world”. •

My name is Amii Minami. I’m an alumnus of
PCY 2013 from Wakayama, Japan. And today,

I would like to share my transformations that took
place during the 5 days of PCY’13.

Fellows corner

“I started by asking questions like 'Sorry, I
don’t know about it! Could you tell me more,
please?'”

Amii Minami
PCY 2013
Japan
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Acknowledgement
Thanks to all the authors and people who contributed

to this third edition of our quarterly! •

Next steps
As usual, send in your contributions to the following

address:

peacequarterly@gmail.com

The board members will gladly answer any
questions, and will offer support if you feel
like contributing but aren't sure how, or
what to talk about. •

Join us?
The editorial board needs fresh

collaboration! If you have a few
moments to spare next quarter, and feel
like participating in the elaboration of the
next edition, please contact us! We always
need new ideas and extra eyes to proof read our
articles and edit the journal. •

Where?
Peace Quarter will initially be diffused on the PCY

Fellow Facebook page
www.facebook.com/groups/PCYfellow

and the JCI Osaka website
pcy.osakajc.or.jp

And of course, feel free to share it online, and to
your friends and family! •




